
   Diocese of Charleston 

1061 Folly Road 
Charleston, South Carolina 29412 

 

The Nativity 
of the Lord 

(Christmas) 
 

December 25, 2011 
 

Mission Statement 
We strive to be a faith-centered, Catholic commu-
nity. By virtue of Baptism, we are called forth to min-
ister to one another the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ through education, evangelization, social jus-
tice and ecumenism. We reach out in love, respect 
and support for all as we seek to do the will of God. 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:30 pm 
Sunday 9:00 and 11:30 am 
Mon, Tues, Wed 5:15 pm 
Thurs 9:30 am 
First Sat 9:00 am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday 4:15 to 5:00 pm and by Appointment 
 

Weekday Rosary in the Church 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed 4:50 pm 
First Sat after 9:00 am mass 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Office: 843-795-3821 / Fax: 843-795-2714 

website: www.nativitycharleston.org 

 

Great Expectations 
 

We remember the Christmases from our childhood, all the 
joy and excitement. When we grow up, we have to shop, 
write cards, put up decorations and do all the prepara-
tions that seem to stress us out. We may be sad that the 
day did not meet our expectations. Now that most of that 
is done, we can reflect on how the first Christmas upset 
all expectations. 
 

I’m sure Joseph never expected to have a child so soon. 
And those Jews who looked forward to the coming of a 
Messiah never expected him to come as a baby. Yet God 
had his reasons for coming in this way. Jesus was born in 
a stable because no one had room for him. The first to 
see him were the shepherds, the migrant workers of the 
time. The political leaders (Herod and friends) wanted to 
kill him. 
 

Jesus was born in this way to show that he came not for 
the important and wealthy, but for the poor and outcast. 
Today he continues to come to us in the homeless, 
the illegal alien, those in prison, the unborn, that we 
may find him where we least expect. Can we learn to 
see him in the unexpected, in our difficulties, our own 
weaknesses? When we do, we will celebrate what Christ-
mas is truly about. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

New Year’s Schedule 
 

Saturday, Dec. 31    5:30 pm Mass 
 

Sunday, Jan. 1     9:00 am Mass 
 11:30 am Mass 
 

Monday, Jan 2  No Mass 
 Office Closed 
 

Saturday, Jan. 7  No 9:00 am Mass 



Nursery: Is available during the 9:00 am Mass. It is 
located at the right hand side of the school’s breezeway 
entrance. For more information or to volunteer in the 
Nursery Ministry, please contact Erin Peterson at 
rorysmommy@gmail.com or 697-1080  
 

Baptism: To schedule a Baptism preparation class, a 
parent should be an active parishioner. For more 
information, contact Mary Smith at 795-3821 ext. 24.  
 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist and Confirmation: A two year 
preparation period is required for these sacraments. If 
you would like to have your child receive sacraments in 
the 2nd grade, they must have participated in a 1st grade 
PSR or Catholic school program. If you plan to have your 
child receive the sacrament of Confirmation in the 8th 
grade, that child must also have participated in a 7th 
grade PSR or Catholic school program. For more 
information please contact Mary Smith at 795-3821 ext.24 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples need to contact 
the priest at least six months prior to the proposed 
wedding date. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: Is offered to 4 
year olds through 5th graders during the 9:00 am Mass on 
Sundays. Children are dismissed after the opening 
prayers and re-join their parents for the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. 
 

Care of the Sick and Homebound: We care 
about you. If you wish to have a pastoral visit please 
contact the parish office at 795-3821. 
 

Religious Education Programs: Nativity School 
serves students enrolled in grades K4 through 8. The 
Parish School of Religion (PSR) is offered for other parish 
children, grades K4 through 8. PSR classes are held in 
the School Building from 10:00 to 11:15 am on Sunday 
mornings during the school year. To register, please 
contact Mary Smith at 795-3821, ext 24. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): is 
a program for adults who wish to become Catholics. For 
information or to register contact the Parish Office at 795-
3821. 
 

An active parishioner: is registered with the parish, 
attends mass regularly, and uses envelopes to make 
regular contributions to the parish for at least 3 months. 
Please be an active parishioner. 
 

New Parishioners: Welcome to our parish family! To 
register with our parish, please fill out a registration form. 
If you want to register your whole family, please complete 
the registration form located at the church entrances. You 
can also register by visiting our web site at 
www.nativitycharleston.org. or by calling the parish office 
at 843-795-3821. 

STAFF 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Kingsley 
pastor_nativity@bellsouth.net, 795-3821 

 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Janet Chafe 
nativityc@bellsouth.net, 795-3821 x 21 

 

Financial Secretary: Mrs. Carolyn Miller 
finance_nativity@bellsouth.net, 795-3821 x 22 

 

Religious Education: Mrs. Mary L. Smith 
mary_nativity@bellsouth.net, 795-3821 x 24 

 

Music Director: Mrs. Jessica Minahan 
music_nativity@bellsouth.net, 795-3821 x 23 

 

School Principal: Mrs. Patti Dukes 
pdukes@nativity-school.com, 795-3975 

 

School EDP Director: Ms. Darice Norton, 
762-2469 

 

Pastoral Council: Mrs Claire Bergstrom (Chair) 
council_nativity@bellsouth.net 

 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services: 
843-853-2130 x 209 

 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister: 
800-921-8122 

 

Nativity Registration 
& Address Change Form 

 

Name:         
 

Address:        
 

        
 

Phone:        
 

Email:         
 

Please drop this information into the Offertory Basket 

All 6th through 12th grade Youth 
are invited to participate in the 2012 South Carolina 
Catholic Youth Rally for Life in Columbia on Sat 
Jan 14, 2012. Flyers and permission slips 
available at the church entrances. 
 

Registration deadline is Dec 28 

Please support our Advertisers 
whose funding makes this bulletin possible. 



SUNDAY MASS LET US PRAY 
 
 

For Members of our Community who 
have requested our prayers. 

 

New this month: Angela Harbuta, Thomas 
Honan, Austin Taylor 
 

From previous months: RoseMary Bouvette, Ed Fre-
derick, Samuel Gentile, Abel Girault, Jeanette Heffron, 
Kathleen Janech, Linda Kay, Marjorie O’Brien 

 

For our service men and women and 
their families throughout the world. 

 

To have names added or removed from the list, 
please contact the parish office at 795-3821 or 
nativityc@bellsouth.net 

Offerings for Last Weekend 
 

Due to the Christmas Holiday, the publishing deadline for 
this weekend’s bulletin was Dec 16. At that time no offer-
ings had been received for the weekend of Dec 17-18. 
 

Please use your envelopes. 
If you need envelopes, call the parish office 795-3821. 
 

Children's envelopes are now available 
Pick them up at the church entrance and use them for the 
children's offerings  

Christmas Decor 
 

Many people have contributed material, funds and 
labor to make our church beautiful for this wonderful 
feast. We will provide a complete list of contributors 
in a bulletin on or before Jan. 15th. 
 

We thank you for your generosity 

Liturgical Ministers for Dec. 31—Jan 1 
As signed up by publication time on Dec 16th 

If you can help, sign up or check in at the 
beginning of mass 

 

5:30 pm Mass 
Greeters:  
  
Altar Jimmy Craven, Diane Richardson,  
Servers:  
Eucharistic Wendy Craven, Susie DeLorme, 
Ministers: Donica Dennis, Michael Dennis, 
 Mary Smith, Alice Veyera, 
 Maritza Zeisel 
Lector: Eileen Easler 
Ushers:  

 

 9:00 am Mass 
Greeters:  
  
Altar Corey Clancy,  
Servers:  
Eucharistic Eileen Ginn,  
Ministers:  
  
Lector:  
Ushers: Richard Bragiel, 
  

 

11:30 am Mass 
Greeters:  
  
Altar   
Servers:  
Eucharistic Ernest Bergstrom, Ed Defourneaux, 
Ministers: Kathy Hepner 
  
Lector: Claire Bergstrom 
Ushers:  

Mass Intentions for this Week 
 

Sat 24 5:00 pm All Children 
  8:00 pm People of the Parish of Nativity 
Sun 25 10:00 am Gladys Thomas + 
Mon 26 5:15 pm Al and Betty Palmer + 
Tues 27 5:15 pm Bill Dronen + 
Wed 28 5:15 pm For the people 
Thurs 29 9:30 am  
Sat 31 5:30 pm Maynard Parmenter + 
 

Envelopes for Mass Intentions 
are at the church entrances. Please fill one out and put it 
in the collection basket. The standard stipend is $10 per 
mass. 

Respect Life 
 

Pregnant? Need Help? 
Lowcountry Pregnancy Center 

225-3010 in West Ashley or 
553-3505 in North Charleston 

 

Nationwide Toll Free: 
1-800-395-HELP 

www.pregnancycenters.org 
 

Natural Family Planning: empowers couples to 
accurately identify their days of fertility and infertility either 
to achieve or to avoid pregnancy. Fertility Care Practi-
tioner: Karen Provost, RN, CFCP: 745-0740, or Amy 
Withers, PT, CFPI: 870-6262; Couple to Couple 
League: Joseph and Michelle Shahid: 881-2451. 



The Catechism in a Christmas Song 
 

The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is usually seen as simply a nonsense song with 
secular origins. However, some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction, perhaps dating 
to the 16th century religious wars in England. They contend that the song is a mnemonic device with 
hidden references to teach the catechism to youngsters. 
 

On the 1st day of Christmas my true love gave to me A Partridge in a Pear Tree is Jesus, the Son 
of God symbolized as a mother partridge that feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nes-
tlings. "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen does 
her chicks, but you would not have it so." Luke 13:34 
 

On the 2nd day of Christmas… Two Turtle Doves are the Old and New Testaments, which together 
bear witness to God's self-revelation and the creation of a people to tell the Story of God to the world. 
 

On the 3rd day of Christmas… Three French Hens are the Theological Virtues: 1) Faith, 2) Hope, 
and 3) Love 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
 

On the 4th day of Christmas… Four Calling Birds are the Four Gospels: 1) Matthew, 2) Mark, 3) 
Luke, and 4) John, which proclaim the Good News of God's salvation of the world through Jesus, His 
Son. 
 

On the 5th day of Christmas… Five Gold Rings are the first Books of the Old Testament: 1) Gene-
sis, 2) Exodus, 3) Leviticus, 4) Numbers, and 5) Deuteronomy, which give the history of humanity's sin-
ful failure and tell of God's promise of redemption. 
 

On the 6th day of Christmas… Six Geese A-laying are the days of creation that proclaim God as 
Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Genesis 1. 
 

On the 7th day of Christmas… Seven Swans A-swimming are the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 1) proph-
ecy, 2) ministry, 3) teaching, 4) exhortation, 5) giving, 6) leading, and 7) compassion. Romans 12:6-8; cf. 1 Corinthians 
12:8-11 
 

On the 8th day of Christmas… Eight Maids A-milking are the Beatitudes:1) Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, 2) those who mourn, 3) the meek, 4) those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 5) the merci-
ful, 6) the pure in heart, 7) the peacemakers, 8) those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake. Matthew 
5:3-10 
 

On the 9th day of Christmas… Nine Ladies Dancing are the Fruit of the Holy Spirit: 1) love, 2) joy, 
3) peace, 4) patience, 5) kindness, 6) generosity, 7) faithfulness, 8) gentleness, and 9) self-control. Gala-
tians 5:22 
 

On the 10th day of Christmas… Ten Lords A-leaping are the commandments: 1) You shall have no 
other gods before me; 2) Do not make an idol; 3) Do not take God's name in vain; 4) Remember the 
Sabbath Day; 5) Honor your father and mother; 6) Do not murder; 7) Do not commit adultery; 8) Do not 
steal; 9) Do not bear false witness; 10) Do not covet. Exodus 20:1-17 
 

On the 11th day of Christmas… Eleven Pipers Piping are the Faithful Apostles: 1) Simon Peter, 2) 
Andrew, 3) James, 4) John, 5) Philip, 6) Bartholomew, 7) Matthew, 8) Thomas, 9) James bar Alphaeus, 
10) Simon the Zealot, 11) Judas bar James. The list does not include the twelfth disciple, Judas Iscariot 
who betrayed Jesus to the religious leaders and the Romans. Luke 6:14-16 
 

 On the 12th day of Christmas… Twelve Drummers Drumming are the beliefs stated by the Apos-
tle’s Creed: 1) I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 2) I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 3) He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the vir-
gin Mary. 4) He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell [the grave]. 5) On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 6) He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 7) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
8) the holy catholic Church, 9) the communion of saints, 10) the forgiveness of sins, 11) the resurrection 
of the body, 12) and life everlasting. 
 

On the First Day of Christmas, My True Love Gave To Me 
A Partridge In A Pear Tree 
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